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THE GOVERNOR’S PROPOSED BUDGET WOULD SUSPEND STATE COLAS 
FOR 1.3 MILLION SSI/SSP RECIPIENTS ACROSS CALIFORNIA 

 
Supplemental Security Income/State Supplementary Payment (SSI/SSP) grants help low-income seniors and people 
with disabilities meet basic living expenses. Governor Schwarzenegger proposes to suspend the 2008 and 2009 state 
cost-of-living adjustments (COLAs), which would eliminate $328.9 million in grant payments to 1.3 million vulnerable 
Californians and further erode the purchasing power of SSI/SSP grants. On February 16, 2008, the Governor signed 
legislation delaying the June 2008 state COLA to October 2008, which will eliminate $91.1 million in grant payments 
to SSI/SSP recipients. 
 

Estimated Impact of Governor's Proposal to Suspend State COLAs for SSI/SSP Grants, 
June 2008 Through June 2009 

County 

Number of 
Recipients 
Affected Loss of Funds County 

Number of 
Recipients Affected Loss of Funds 

Alameda  53,310 $14,586,000 Orange 69,080 $17,968,000 
Alpine  30 $8,000 Placer 4,950 $1,187,000 
Amador  640 $156,000 Plumas 800 $182,000 
Butte  11,080 $2,769,000 Riverside 53,360      $12,713,000 
Calaveras 1,100 $264,000 Sacramento 60,580      $16,991,000 
Colusa 630 $124,000 San Benito 890 $178,000 
Contra Costa 24,930 $6,661,000 San Bernardino  67,820      $17,085,000 
Del Norte 2,130 $559,000 San Diego  84,680      $21,024,000 
El Dorado 3,020 $717,000 San Francisco  48,140      $13,198,000 
Fresno 42,510 $10,940,000 San Joaquin  29,350 $7,742,000 
Glenn 1,230 $280,000 San Luis Obispo    5,510 $1,264,000 
Humboldt 7,400 $1,978,000 San Mateo  13,570 $3,290,000 
Imperial 10,810 $2,311,000 Santa Barbara  10,280 $2,363,000 
Inyo 510 $111,000 Santa Clara  47,490 $12,812,000 
Kern 33,580 $8,316,000 Santa Cruz    5,940 $1,393,000 
Kings 5,050 $1,178,000 Shasta    9,720 $2,474,000 
Lake 3,910 $947,000 Sierra         90 $18,000 
Lassen 1,100 $284,000 Siskiyou    2,710 $667,000 
Los Angeles  418,840 $111,157,000 Solano  11,500 $2,977,000 
Madera 4,980 $1,130,000 Sonoma  10,150 $2,442,000 
Marin 3,950 $994,000 Stanislaus  21,250 $5,331,000 
Mariposa 610 $137,000 Sutter    3,660 $850,000 



 2 
 

County 

Number of 
Recipients 
Affected Loss of Funds County 

Number of 
Recipients Affected Loss of Funds 

Mendocino        4,060 $1,045,000 Tehama             3,290 $790,000 

Merced  11,100 $2,724,000 Trinity                780 $190,000 

Modoc       470    $112,000 Tulare           19,650 $4,538,000 

Mono       110      $26,000 Tuolumne             1,750 $401,000 

Monterey    9,660 $2,165,000 Ventura 16,490 $3,755,000 

Napa    2,450    $580,000 Yolo 5,350 $1,337,000 

Nevada    1,880    $451,000 Yuba 4,070 $1,029,000 

      Total 1,274,000 $328,900,000 
Note: Estimated number of recipients affected is based on the estimated 2008-09 SSI/SSP caseload. Estimated loss of funds represents the estimated 
aggregate grant loss to SSI/SSP recipients in 2007-08 and 2008-09 combined under the Governor's proposal to suspend the 2008 and 2009 state 
COLAs. On February 16, 2008, the Governor signed legislation delaying the June 2008 state COLA to October 2008, which will eliminate $91.1 million in 
grant payments to SSI/SSP recipients. County estimates of affected recipients are rounded to the nearest 10 and county estimates of loss of funds are 
rounded to the nearest 1,000. Estimates are based on counties' share of the SSI/SSP caseload and payments in December 2006, the most recent month 
for which county data are available. Estimates may not sum to totals due to rounding. 
Source: Assembly Budget Committee and CBP analysis of Department of Social Services, Legislative Analyst's Office, and Social Security Administration 
data 

 
 
 




